LIFACS MEETING
September 20, 2007

Present:  Diane Amato, Lynne Amend, Pat Fritz, Carol Kirschner, Andrea Mosenson, Lynn Murray, Barbara Nizewitz, Lynn Parks, Cindy Theiss, Diane Weiner

Cindy opened the meeting and welcomed everyone back after the Summer Break.

Lynne Amend announced that she submitted the budgets to the state.  We are financially solid.

It was suggested that Lynne A. forward membership lists to Carol K.

Diane Amato sent a check to Cooperative Extension to cover postage and handling for our mailings.  The amount sent should cover all expenses for one year.  At the present time the cost per mailing to our membership is $80.69.  At the present time, we are solvent.

We revisited the issue of sharing the cost of the postage permit and method of payment.  Details must still be worked out.

Cindy thanked Lynne A. for the outstanding job she did on the newsletter.  Everyone agreed that it was the best one yet!

The Lesson Swap scheduled for October 3, 2007 is getting many responses.  It looks like it is going to be a very successful event.

Carol K. will keep updating membership lists and  will send the information to the Executive Board as well as the State Officers and Cooperative Extension. 

The Election Day conference is on.  Mailings will be going out soon.  The topics are Childhood Obesity and Parenting Strategies.  The cost will be $50 for teachers and $25 for students.  It will take place at the Bethpage Public Library.

Pat distributed the “Share Dinner Time With Your Kids” flyer that she downloaded from the internet.  We discussed the relevance of this program and how we as FACS professionals could use the event to publicize our programs.

Cindy described the program that the Syosset Culinary Tour and Tasting School has.  She distributed information and mentioned that they are willing to come to schools to give presentations.  The name of the school is:  Culinary Academy, located at:    125 Michael drive   Syosset, NY   516 364 – 4347.  They can also be reached at www.culinaryacademy.edu.  Ask for Christina Loggia who is the marketing representative.

Cindy described a Service Learning experience that many schools could participate in.  The Sagtikos Manor House which is located in Suffolk County, NY is looking for donations of cookies and other simple desserts that they can distribute to their guests that attend the Historic House Tour that is taking place on December 11 and December 12.  The Manor House is a State owned restoration and having FACS students participate in this event would be great publicity for us in addition to providing a relevant public service opportunity for our students.  
We discussed the need for proper sanitation in the preparation of any food that would be distributed at this event.  A request will go out on our web site asking if any of our teachers would be interested in participating in this activity.

Diane W. discussed another Service Learning activity.  She demonstrated the construction of a 

Fabric Bowl that could be made by FACS students and then donated to various organizations.  We discussed the possibility of having a “SEW SWAP” on January 17th 2008.  At this event, various projects would be presented and demonstrated.  Some suggestions in addition to the fabric bowl were creating denim skirts from old pairs of jeans and mini pieces of furniture.

Carol K. gave an update about the March conference. She distributed the agenda and discussed the fact that two committee meetings have taken place. We went over the agenda and it was suggested that we offer more activities for the retired professionals who attend. Lynn M. spoke about the room set up and that the cost per person still has to be determined.  The cost should be determined as soon as possible so the information can get out to the teachers.  Often times, money is used up in districts on a first come first served basis.  The sooner our FACS colleagues can get their conference requests in, the better their chance of having their district pay for the conference.  
We discussed the End Of Year Dinner which will be held in May 2008.  We unanimously agreed that we should once again have it at the Woodlands in Syosset.  Beth and Jennifer did an outstanding job in 2007 and we look forward to another wonderful event.

Pat talked about the LI CARES Food Bank.  They are looking for people who can donate 4 hours of time per week.  She worked there and found it to be an enlightening experience.  Pat will get more information to anyone who is interested in participating.

Barbara brought up the FCCLA monetary award for a FACS teacher who is an advisor for this important club.  Last year we tabled the award and it was suggested that we revisit the concept.  Diane said that she would send out to everyone a copy of the criteria for us to go over before the next meeting and that we would discuss it in October.  Lynn P. said that once the form was generated and accepted she would put it on our website.

Lynne P. said that our website is up to date.  She discussed the concept of setting up email accounts for our board members through the site.  Do we want that?  She said that there would be a way to link the LIFACS email account to our personal accounts if we want.   It warrants further discussion.

Andrea M. spoke about the students in the Queens College program.  She said that the students are very enthusiastic and interested in the profession.  Andrea brought us up to date on the letters that went out to all the district superintendents.  Every district should have received one.  The letter explained in detail the importance of our subject, the events and meetings that we have, in addition to providing contact names and numbers.

Andrea brought up the point that with the addition of more and more professional development hours required by school districts, it is our hope that our events will be utilized to help fulfill some of these hours.

Several of our Board members will be attending the State meetings on October 12th.  They will share the information at the next meeting.

Cindy and Diane thanked everyone for attending.  The next meeting will be on October 25th in Bethpage.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Nizewitz
