LIFACS Professionals
Minutes – 2/15/07

Present:  Diane Amato, Lynne Amend, Pat Fritz, Lynn Murray, Barbara Nizewitz, Joanne Rizzo, Kathleen Saladino,  Cindy Theiss, Diane Weiner

Cindy opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.

The treasurers report was given.  An explanation and discussion about new systems of book keeping was discussed.  It was suggested that both treasurers follow the same procedure.

The Area Coordinators gave their reports:  Cindy said that the quilting and knitting workshops were successful.   There were many people who had never participated in our events before and were very pleased.  People learned new skills that they can use on a personal level as well as in their FACS classes.  There are service learning experiences that would involve knitting skills.  Due to the success of these programs we are looking into providing some summer workshops.






         Diane mentioned that since the 2006 Election Day staff development workshop was such a success, that we offer one again in 2007.  CTE (Career Technical Education) is offering their space as a venue.  A possible topic would be Childhood Obesity.

                                                         We were reminded that the 2009 Regional Conference is going to take place in Lake Placid.  The 2008 conference will be in Rochester.






         We heard the NYS updates regarding the BEDS forms.  There is a 6% rise in HS FACS teachers.  Student enrollment in FACS classes is up 13%.






          We discussed the NYSUT proposals for Parenting Curriculum and AIS and we were encouraged to submit articles about FACS activities to NYSUT.

Professional Development:  
Joann Rizzo spoke about the speakers that we would have at the March 2, 2007 conference.  She has several high interest motivators to get the participants excited.  There is going to be a skit about public relations and she asked for volunteers to serve as actors.  She along with Deb Quick will facilitate the flow of the conference.




In addition to the guest speakers that will address the members of the audience, the following board members/LIFACS members will make short presentations:  Lynn Parks is going to speak about our website.  Ann Marie Tetrault is going to discuss an article that appeared in a local Suffolk County newspaper and the reaction of FACS teachers.  Pat Fritz is going to talk about FCCLA and scholarships.  She will also collect money for raffles.  Barbara Nizewitz is going to prepare a display board that includes many PR activities, articles, and events.  Diane Weiner and Cindy Theiss will give FACS updates and discuss the concept of interdisciplinary activities.  Lynn Murray will talk about channel 12 coming to her class to film the students in regard to her coats for the Guide Dog Foundation.
As discussion of the March conference continued, Diane mentioned that she will provide the laptop and projector since Andrea Mosenson is not sure she will be able to attend due to family illness.

Barbara Nizewitz gave an update on the number of registrants reviewed some of the “house keeping” details of the conference.

Diane read a report from Lynn Parks stating that the website is a work in progress.  Board members stated that the feedback has been good and it is easy to use.  Anyone wishing to put something on the site should send it to Lynn Parks.  She will forward it to Diane and Cindy for proofreading and approval.

Pat will have a date for the FCCLA planning session ready to announce at the March conference.

The PR position will be announced at the March conference.  Hopefully the topic will inspire someone to accept the position.

Diane Amato reviewed the LIFACS Professionals treasury.  She had some questions that were answered by the group.  Motion made by Diane Weiner, seconded by Lynne Amend that Diane use LIFACS Professional funds to purchase Quicken for use on LIFACS books.

The contents of the March newsletter were reviewed.  The deadline is March 1.  The newsletter will include:  letter from presidents, updated calendar, teachers in the news, conference happenings, End of year dinner information, House training, FCCLA information and announcement of award recipients if available.

Next meeting in March 7, 2007 in Bethpage.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynne Amend and Barbara Nizewitz
To All – 

What follows is an amendment to the minutes from the Feb. 16, 2007 LIFACS Professionals meeting as contributed by Kathy Saladino.  Please print and attach to previous minutes sent.  Discussion will take place at our next meeting as per our usual policy.

-Barbara Nizewitz

"Lynn Amend will change the SCFACS voucher to reflect the report she has to make to NY State as SCFACS does not need reports by committee any more; Diane Amato will continue to keep the books as passed down from Kathy Saladino.  This will give committees knowledge of how much each is spending.  "

 

I have given pages stapled together for each committee to review in determining a budget amount.  I had them ready for last meeting but other items of business took precedence.  Each committee should be given these pages and than give Diane Amato a budget request amount so that she can provide the budget we talked about 2 meetings ago.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Saladino

