What happened at the Regents meeting? April 2011

April 4, 2011

The Board of Regents devoted much of the first day of their meeting to the P-12 Education/Higher Education Report of the Regents Task Force on Teacher and Principal Effectiveness. Subcommittees of the task force presented their reports on ways to develop a comprehensive teacher and principal evaluation system that will improve teaching practice to advance learning for all students. The full report is available at http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/2011Meetings/April2011/411monthmat.html#P12HE P12 Education/Higher Education, “Report of the Regents Task Force on Teacher and Principal Effectiveness.”
There was no discussion of CTE items on this day.

April 5, 2011
The Board of Regents met to approve action on an item titled “Mandate Relief and Flexibility.”  This item was before the board in February as a discussion item, was revised for the March meeting, and was discussed further in April.  In February, Home and Career Skills, Introduction to Technology, and library skills were included on a list of 53 mandates the Regents could recommend changing.  Home and Career Skills, Introduction to Technology, and library skills were NOT included in the revised item brought to the board in March, nor were they included for April. Please see http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/2011Meetings/April2011/411monthmat.html#P12HE  P12 Education/State Aid, “Mandate Relief.”
Changes to the CTE middle level mandates will be discussed in terms of the potential revisions to high school graduation requirements.  

The Board of Regents planned to discuss five items related to the potential revisions to the high school graduation requirements:

· Global History and Geography: Course and Exam Revisions

· Earning Additional Course Credit through Integrated CTE Courses

· High School Mathematics Course and Exam Requirements

· Regents and Grades 3-8 Testing Program Scaling Methodology

· Options for Students to Meet New York State High School Assessment Requirements

These items are available at http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/2011Meetings/April2011/411monthmat.html#P12CCR P12 Education/College and Career Readiness Working Group.

The discussion of the global studies item led the Regents into another philosophical conversation about what it means to be college and career ready, what policy changes should be considered, how economic realities impact potential change, how different areas of the state would be impacted, and what supports students would need to graduate.  The board decided to defer decision on the global studies question and to defer discussion on the remaining items until May.  They agreed they need further discussion on the broad question of what it means to be a New York State high school graduate.
The CTE integrated credit item was briefly discussed; no decisions were made.  Discussion of College and Career Readiness topics, including middle-level changes, is expected to continue during the May 16, 17, 2011 Regents meeting.
What action might the FACS field take?

As always, I suggest you read the Regents items referenced above so that you can speak with confidence and authority about them.  Help your colleagues, administrators, and community leaders know about the Regents discussions so that school conversations are based on facts rather than rumors.
The discussion of mandate relief (in the name of integration and/or flexibility) is ongoing in the department.  The discussion of the positive impact of CTE on student engagement and persistence is also ongoing.  It seems that it might be beneficial to start to catalog and to promote the best examples of integrated/interdisciplinary FACS learning experiences that exist currently ( I can think of the Victor School garden, math minutes, children’s literature, food science experiments….).  What specific example of a learning experience can you use to show your colleagues, administrators, community, and Regent where FACS HCS fits/leads the education reform?  
