What happened at the Regents meeting?
At the Board of Regents meeting on February 7, 2011, Senior Deputy John King presented a Regents item for discussion titled; “Mandate Relief and Flexibility.” The item was prepared by the Subcommittee on State Aid as a continuation of two items that were presented to the Regents earlier:

· April 2010 “Mandates” which contained a version of the mandate relief list included in the current item
· December 2010 “Regents 2011-12 Conceptual Proposal on State Aid to School Districts” which committed the department to developing cost containment and mandate relief proposals
Items are available at http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/ . 
At the February 7 meeting, the Regents briefly discussed a “set of draft mandate relief items intended to increase flexibility and reduce requirements in ways that do not adversely impact the health and safety of students and essential elements of education reform” (p.1).  Elimination of the middle school mandates for Home and Career Skills, Introduction to Technology, and Library and Information Skills were included on a 53 item mandate relief list (pp. 3, 12).

Most of the Regents 30 minute discussion focused on the mandate relief related to special education.  Approximately 5 minutes was devoted to Home and Career Skills and Introduction to Technology.  Two Regents had specific CTE comments:
· Regent Rosa pointed out a contradiction. The Regents stated support for the value of CTE while this item suggests elimination of the preparatory courses in CTE. 
· Regent Bottar reminded the board that they “had been down this path before” and had decided there was a strong need to keep the CTE prep courses, “and unless this board has changed…” 
Senior Deputy John King cut off Regent Bottar. He stated that the intent is to maintain learning experiences in these areas by offering districts flexibility by exploring avenues for integration.

· Regent Bottar replied that the Regents could consider integration but “not under the guise of flexibility” because this would lead to the elimination of these programs.
So it seems there is some Regents support for maintaining middle level CTE courses Home and Career Skills and Introduction to Technology (library skills was not mentioned). 
Discussion concluded with the Regents agreeing that they were ready to discuss the list but did not want to “reduce mandates to produce worse outcomes.” 

The Regents had this discussion this month because they must prepare a response to the Governor’s Mandate Relief Redesign Team.  Governor Cuomo’s budget process includes a look at mandates across the board, including in education.  The Governor’s Mandate Relief Team is slated to make recommendations by March 1, 2011 so that they can be included in the state budget negotiation process.  

The mandate relief chart included in “Mandate Relief and Flexibility” labels each mandate to show if it is required by state (or federal) law or by regulation.  Legislative action is required to change mandates required by state law. The mandate for Home and Career Skills, Introduction to Technology, and Library Skills is a Commissioner’s Regulation (100.4), so change requires only Regents action.  Changes to education mandates that happen as a result of legislative action are expected to affect school districts in the 2011-12 school year; changes to education mandates that happen as a result of Regents action have not been given a timeframe.
What action might the FACS field take?

Mandate relief is being discussed by the Regents because of budgetary reasons.  The list of items on the mandate relief list was supposed to represent mandates that could be removed without adversely impacting students’ health or safety or the educational mission.  It seems the Regents may need information to help them make their decisions regarding mandate relief. They need to see how eliminating the mandate for Home and Career Skills and Introduction to Technology would adversely affect the educational mission.  

The NYSAFCSE leadership is developing a set of action steps to take in response to this Regents item. The action steps along with suggestions, templates, talking points, and other resources will be sent out as a special edition of the e-news on Monday, February 14, 2011.  
Prior to receiving the e-news, prepare for action:

1. Read the entire Regents Item, “Mandate Relief and Flexibility” available at http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/
Click on February 7 & 8 “Agenda and Materials”
Scroll down to P12 Education/State Aid

Click on “Mandate Relief and Flexibility”

Compare what you read in the item to what you’ve heard colleagues (including administrators) saying about the item.  Help colleagues better understand the item by discussing it in a fact-based way.  Use the specifics from the “What happened at the Regents meeting?” above.  You may wish to share this information with key supporters in your school community, such as parents, PTA members, etc.  The goal is to prevent the idea that “middle-level CTE is being cut” from gaining momentum.  

2.  Review the Regents Item “Proposed Changes to the Graduation Requirements” at

http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/
Click on “Archived Meetings”

Click on December 13 & 14 “Agenda and Materials”

Click on “College and Career Readiness Workgroup”

Click on “Potential Changes to the Graduation Requirements”

Make notes about specific ways your FACS HCS program advances the reform agenda promoted in this piece.  What specific example of a learning experience can you use to show your Regent where FACS HCS fits/leads? Watch for your e-news for guidance on action steps regarding contacting your Regent. 

Finally, Commissioner Steiner was adamant that reform should not be an excuse for schools to eliminate opportunities for students. “Any increase in flexibility should build in safeguards for students.  First, changes should be designed to ensure increased opportunities for students, rather than opening a loophole for schools to eliminate instruction in non-core courses” (Potential Revision of High School Graduation Requirements, p 11). NYSAFCSE will contact the Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner on behalf of the FACS community.
