Home and Career Skills 
· Home and Career Skills is the state-mandated middle level course designed to encourage student attainment of the intermediate New York State Learning Standards in Family and Consumer Sciences (FACS) and Career Development and Occupational Studies (CDOS).  Please see CR100.4 at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1004.html 
· Home and Career Skills is structured around four 21st century skills termed “process skills”: communication, leadership, management, and thinking. Ten content topics are the vehicles for teaching the process skills (i.e., one does not learn management without having a task to manage). The content topics are: community connections, career development, clothing management, consumer resource management, family/parenting, financial management, human development, interpersonal relationships, nutrition and wellness, personal environment management (See Figure A, attached). Home and Career Skills projects engage students in purposeful activity to develop the process skills as related to the content topics. Please see Home and Career Skills curricular guidance (2005) and Active Teaching Strategies Guide (2006) at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/facse/middle.html
· Home and Career Skills course content is aligned to the National Learning Standards for Family and Consumer Sciences. Please see http://www.doe.in.gov/octe/facs/NASAFACS/sc_1.html 
· Home and Career Skills is taught using a project-based experiential approach allowing knowledge and skills to be applied in a planned, sequential manner. The course should be delivered in a laboratory setting and involve a minimum of 75 percent hands-on instruction. Students acquire and demonstrate skills through the use of real-world relevant tasks and community involvement. Classroom strategies, which should incorporate appropriate technology, include: applied academics, demonstrations, experiments, FCCLA activities, group discussions, group problem solving, interviews, laboratory experiences, library research, multi-age activities, projects, scenarios, service learning, and shadowing.
· Home and Career Skills affords students multiple opportunities to read, write, and compute in the context of real-world situations that are relevant to early adolescents. Home and Career Skills projects show students the answer to the question, “Why do I have to know this?” 
· Home and Career Skills students can become active members of the career and technical student organization (CTSO) Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) which is chartered by the New York State Education Department. FCCLA offers students a practical forum for demonstrating leadership skills.  FCCLA members have the potential for recognition of their achievement at the local, state, and national levels. Please see http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/facse/fccla.html 
· Home and Career Skills is in a unique position in the overall middle-level educational environment to support every academic area through its real-world experiences and to prepare students to participate effectively in family, community, and workplace settings. The Home and Careers Skills curriculum serves as a basis and a spring board for a strong high school Career and Technical Education program.  Providing a challenging curriculum encourages students to pursue further learning at the high school level.  Please see http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/facse/high.html 
Figure A - Structure of the Home and Career Skills course showing the interaction of the 
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