MINUTES

LIFACS BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 15, 2008

Present:  Tia Abramson, Diane Amato, Lynne Amend, Laura Ciano, Robin Pfister, Beth Glazer, Andrea Mosenson, Cindy Theiss, Diane Weiner.  By cell phone from the satellite location:  Carol Kirschner, Joanne Rizzo and Deborah Quick.
Cindy handed out information on Family Dinner Day, a national effort to promote the importance of quality family time.  Check their website for this year’s date.

Diane W. introduced Mr. James Fogarty from the Culinary Arts program at Suffolk Community College.  They have a brand new facility that our classes can visit, or a chef can come to your school to speak if you wish.

Diane W. introduced Robin Pfister from Port Jefferson, and we welcomed her to our meeting.
Diane W. and the board officially welcomed Laura Ciano as the new Corresponding Secretary. 
Skype was set up on Diane’s (W.) computer in June, but it was accidentally removed over the summer.  It will be up and running soon.

The revised LIFACS calendar was discussed.  The March meeting date is March 31st, not March 21st.
Diane W. discussed the August 12th summer event at the Nassau Museum of Art.  It was the Iris Apfel exhibit and it was very interesting.  
Diane W. discussed the upcoming conferences as follows:  

· The Election Day Conference entitled “Live Lean, Live Green, Consumerism in the 21st Century” will be held at the deSeversky Center in Old Westbury.  It is a larger facility holding up to 190 people.  She thanked the Inter-county Teacher’s Resource Center for helping us find this new venue.

· The North East Regional Conference in New Hampshire is in October.

· Some of the board members are traveling to the United Conference in Rochester.  We discussed our participation in the silent auction.  Many ideas were offered but when Cindy suggested a gift certificate to SANE, we all agreed it was a good idea.  A dollar amount of $50.00 was agreed on.

· The 2009 Lake Placid conference was discussed.  It is a seven hour drive, so Diane A. suggested getting a bus for all of those that want to attend. Everyone thought that this was a great idea. Diane A. offered to find out some information on this possibility and get back to us.
Cindy discussed LIFACS expenditures saying that unusual expenditures have to come before the board first and be approved first.

Cindy discussed local grant money awards saying that there are awards out there that people should take advantage of.  Let’s try to get the word out to everyone.

Diane W. discussed the fact that we need to find a Nominations Chairperson.  She took suggestions from the board as to who might be interested in this position.
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Tia discussed Industry Advisory Boards, saying that more people who are not teachers might come to our meetings/functions if we had some industry people from large companies coming in to present. Cindy suggested that we bring ideas on this subject to the next meeting.

Carol Kirschner, Joanne Rizzo, and Deborah Quick spoke to us by cell phone from the satellite location about Professional Development.  They are asking for our input for programs and guest speakers for the March Day meeting.  They would like to include Dr. Mosenson’s “Do Now and Hook” presentation, as well as the history of FACS program. Please email Deb or Joanne if you have any ideas. 

Joanne Rizzo and Carol Kirshner did a Best Practice presentation for the NY State FACS High School Training this summer in Kingston (learning experience was written by C. Kirschner, D. Quick, and J. Rizzo) 

Joanne asked for clarification of the $5.00 fee for the best practice meetings in October.  Cindy explained that the money is for refreshments and the extra money will go to Diane A. for the treasury.

Joanne will send out an email with directions to the Oct. 16th best practice session in Riverhead.  The updated Scope booklet will be ordered by Deborah when it is released.
2008-09 PDU Sheet from State was faxed to area coordinators on Sept. 15th, 2008 

Beth discussed the streamlining of the nomination procedures for the Teacher of the Year award and the Promising Professional awards.  She also mentioned that the Fox Hollow Country Club, a green facility, has very good food and a good price for functions.
Andrea discussed the teacher interns, asking everyone to be open to having them observe their classes.

The possibility of sending out the newsletter by email was discussed.  Members requesting a hard copy could still get one, but using email will cut down on the cost and time involved in getting the newsletter out.
Tia brought up the possibility of getting the LIFACS name out by “adopting” a portion of a county road.  This would enable us to have our name on a sign that everyone could see. The discussion was tabled until the next meeting.
Cindy thanked everyone for attending the meeting.

Respectfully submitted:

Laura Ciano
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