MINUTES

LIFACS BOARD MEETING

OCTOBER 28, 2008

Present:  Tia Abramson, Diane Amato, Lynne Amend, Laura Ciano, Lynne Murray, Joanne Rizzo (by skype from the satellite location), Cindy Theiss, Diane Weiner.  
Call to order: Cindy opened the meeting and the minutes from the September meeting were approved.
Treasury Report:  Lynne A reported that the year end State audit was complete.  LIE and LIW are financially sound.  The cost of attending State meetings is approximately the amount we received from the State for dues reimbursement.  LIW's total expenses were 691.71 which were used for attendance at State meetings.  LIE total expenses were $717.81 which was used for State meeting attendance, postage, and sunshine.  As of July 31 LIE had $14712.81 and LIW had $5070.05.

Diane A.  We have adequate money to meet our needs.  The balance in the postage permit fund is $178.  We should have enough for one mailing before we have to add to the permit account.
Cindy thanked Diane A. and Lynne for all of their hard work with the finances.  She wanted them to know how much their work is appreciated.
Good news! Skype is up and running!  Besides some minor kinks, we were able to see and talk live to Joanne at the other meeting location.
Cindy mentioned that the Unified Conference on October 24-25 was a lot better than it looked in the flyer and the workshops were excellent.  180 people attended with 9 attending from LI.  The next state conference will be in 2012.  The Lake Placid conference will be in 2009, The NE Regional conference will be in 2010, and the State Regional conference will be in 2011.

Diane W. mentioned that the Election Day Conference: Live Lean, Live Green, has 66 people registered.  We are expecting some walk-ins.  We have 3 speakers confirmed; one from Maxwell and Dunne steakhouse, about how they are going green, a horticulturalist from Suffolk County, and Tebbie will be speaking about ways to de-cluttering your life.  We are trying to get Stop and Shop to come and talk about their organic brands, and Tebbie is also trying to get someone from Trader Joes. 

The Cost is $60.00 members, $120.00 for non-members, and students from QC will be getting a reduced price (only for AAFCS members).  Diane W. thinks we should have a reduced price for retirees.

Diane A mentioned that she thinks that conference correspondence (flyers) should place more emphasis on educational content that we can bring back into the classroom, so that administrators will not have a problem letting people go.  Diane W. agreed saying that in the future, we should be more aware of what we are putting on the first page of the flyer.  

Cindy agreed stating that for the professional development conference in March, we have to be very careful of the wording on the flyer.  She knows that Joanne and Debbie are working very hard on this. Joanne agreed that wording is extremely important.  Tia mentioned that it should be noted that at the time that the flyer was created there were NO confirmed speakers.  The flyer was left "general" as there were no specific topics to commit to. 

Lynne A. said that we have to remember that most of our dept heads are not FACS people so we have to make sure the info is understandable to them.

Diane W. suggested that our board members should create a letter that lists all of the state conference topics, and make it available to LIFACS members, so that administrators can look at it if they have questions when deciding whether or not to approve conference requests.  Then they would know that they are state approved topics.

Lynne M. mentioned that the interest in raffles for the conference is low.  She said that it is getting much more difficult to get things from companies.  Diane W. mentioned that there is money available; maybe we can use it for scholarships.  
Cindy mentioned that instead of writing a check, maybe members can donate items that they made in class for raffles which would showcase member talent as well. 
After much brainstorming, this item was tabled until next month
Diane A. got a quote from USA bus charters for 47 passengers, 3 days of local service, of $4,400.00 for the Lake Placid Conference on 10/17/09 (about $100.00 per person).  This price does not include gratuity or driver’s hotel accommodations.  She will put out a sign-up sheet at the November 4th meeting to see how much interest there is among everyone.
Cindy mentioned that Amtrak goes to a town near Lake Placid and provides a free shuttle to Lake Placid. The trip is about 7 hours long and costs about $200.00.

Joanne (by skype) mentioned that the date for the March conference needs to be changed to March 13, 2009, because NYIT can’t accommodate us on the original date. The new date was voted on and approved unanimously by the board.  Quoted cost is $33.00 per person for restaurant meals and room usage.  Gratuities are 18% per person. Joanne updated us on plans to purchase flowers for the tables and goody bag items (logo items and wine from Pindar) for the speakers.  So far, Andrea Mosenson has generously offered to speak.  
Joanne wants to know if the flyer can be proofread quickly so that it can go out before the holiday break in December.  Cindy said we can do it at the Dec 3rd meeting.

Cindy mentioned that in order to get a full day credit for professional development, people must stay at the conference for the whole day.

Diane W. thanked Andrea for personally going through the lists of members and non members, and writing a letter to them telling them we miss them in order to increase our membership.

Lynne A. mentioned that the newsletter deadline is March 1st. 

Cindy mentioned that Andrea is placing student teachers; several attended the best practice and joined LIFACS.  
Diane W. mentioned that LIFACS would like to sponsor 2 QC interns for hotel and registration for the Lake Placid Conference.  Tia mentioned that AAFCS will give a stipend for 10 students for conference ($166/night/person with meals).  Diane W. and Tia agreed to work together on this venture. Tia mentioned that the two students that apply for funds from LIFACS should not get from AAFCS as well.
Cindy gave out a LIFACS Board positions form and asked everyone to fill it out and indicate choices of board positions for next year. 
Tia mentioned an idea that she said is worth borrowing from AAFCS and the educators group.  They rotate leadership every year, and a position opens up every year.  This plan would have someone new coming in every year learning the ropes before they go on to lead that position.  After much discussion, Cindy said that this topic should be tabled for another mtg.
Diane W. mentioned that Beth is purchasing Kudos bars to give out as an incentive to “give someone kudos” that you work with.  This is a clever way to generate more interest in awards nominations.
Cindy mentioned some exciting news. The following people were recognized at the State Awards at the NYSA of FACS Educators State Award Presentations on 10/24 in Rochester, NY:
Recognititon of 2007 Promising new professional: 
Jennifer Bunkley

Distinguished Service Award:  
Carol Kirshner

Area teachers of the year 2006-2007:

LI West: Annmarie Ingenito

Area teacher of the year 2007-2008:
LI East: Joanne Rizzo:  
LI West: Beth Glazer

Area Promising New Professionals:

LI East 06-07: Pam Marcott

LI West 06-07: Jennifer Bunkley

LI East 07-08: Liz Catz

LI West 07-08: Ivy Mallo

Area Distinguished Service Awards:

LIFACS: 06-07: Lynn Murray

LIFACS: 07-08: Carol Kirshner

Area Orchid Awards:

06/07: Laura Schulman

LIFACS 07-08: Kathy Saladino

Area FCCLA Advisor of the Year Awards:

LIFACS 06-07: Coryn Shapiro-Mullady

LIFACS 07-08: Lois Kappel

Area Ellen Swallow Richards Awards:

06/07: Dr. Carol Hanken

LIFACS 07-08: Nancy Lenz

CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ALL!

Cindy closed the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Laura Ciano

Corresponding Secretary
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