LIFACS MEETING

February 13, 2008

Present:  Diane Amato, Lynne Amend, Carol Kirschner, Andrea Mosenson, Lynn Parks,


 Cindy Theiss, Diane Weiner

Meeting called to order at 4:10 PM.

Minutes were unanimously approved.

Diane Amato reported that the LI FACS treasury was in good order.  She then discussed financial issues related to the regional conference.  Many schools that pay for teachers with purchase orders are requesting LI FACS fill out a W-9 vendor form.  It was suggested that the past practice of requesting teachers’ send personal checks to hold their slot then return them when the district checks are received be continued.  It was agreed that future brochures have additional, clearly written information about payment policy, perhaps in place of a map.  This issue has become very time consuming for Diane Amato who is handling conference registration.  Another issue involves registrations received with the member conference fee received from nonmembers.  It was suggested that a letter telling the teacher that we would welcome them back be sent also indicating date of last membership, if possible. 

Lynne Amend stated that the LIE and LIW treasuries are in good order.

Carol Kirschner reported on the regional conference. She and Debbie Quick, assisted by Lynn Parks, will be conducting a workshop on writing lessons using the draft “best practices” format.  Lynn Parks will put either a “best practices” draft or a link on our website.

Carol will review “housekeeping” issues for the first 15 minutes of the conference.  During the lunch there will be a business meeting, we will refer to as State updates, with presentations by Dawn Scagnelli from the State Education Department and Diane and Cindy.  Kathy Saladino has volunteered to help and will be asked to take pictures.  Carol will place other members who volunteer to help.

There was a general discussion about the State workshops to be held upstate to update high school curricula.  Members should be informed about these meetings and encouraged to attend. It was suggested that we request a workshop on Long Island.  Andrea suggested Queens College as a location that would conveniently, located so members from Rockland and Westchester County as well as Long Island could attend.  Diane requested that members bring suggested meeting dates to the next meeting.  Andrea will follow through with Queens College.

Beth Glazer asked that a committee meet in mid-March to review award nominations and select winners.  Diane volunteered to host the meeting in Bethpage.  The teacher of the year award winners from last year will be invited.  The meeting was tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, March 12.  

Cindy and Diane are preparing an exhibit which will be prominently displayed at the regional conference. to publicize the JoAnn Tobin scholarship.

Cindy reported that she is continuing to look for a President for LID.  So far she has not found anyone willing to take over.  It was suggested that a job description be written so volunteers so they know what will be expected of the them.

Cindy also reported that Sue Buckheit was willing to assist with a summer meeting at the Children’s Museum in Bridgehampton.  The summer display will be green products.  Flans will be made at our next meeting.

Carol reported that membership was going well.

Lynne Amend reported that the final newsletter deadline will be March 14.  The deadline was extended from March 1 to allow inclusion of the Regional Conference article.  Cindy will e-mail reminders to anyone she asked to write an article.  She will also e-mail Lynne a list of articles to be included.  Lynne thanked her and said this was very helpful.  Andrea volunteered to write an article about the new teacher interns.

Lynn Parks reported that she has put two new buttons on the website.  One is Best Practices and the other is Employment Opportunities.  There was discussion about placement of job openings on the website and forwarding opportunities to the State organization for inclusion on their website.  Andrea will contact anyone who sends her information to make sure they are willing to have the opening advertised on the website.

The scholarship applications must be postmarked by April 1st.  A meeting will be held at Diane Weiner’s house on Sunday, April 6th at noon to select the winner(s).

The duplication of Shirley Ware’s “Teacher Tips” e-mails was discussed.  Since those are sent to every member by the State organization, it is redundant for Lizzy to resend them to LI FACS members.  Diane will ask Debbie to tell Lizzie not to resend them to LI FACS members.

There was general agreement that all written materials, including LI FACS correspondence and publications, be submitted to the proof reading committee.  This double checking will insure that materials reflect the professionalism of our organization.

Diane Weiner and Diane Amato concurred that the culinary school in Riverhead is not a suitable site for the Election Day conference.  The facility does not have space for a large group.

Andrea shared a flyer about a “Mindful Living” conference to be sponsored by Hudson Valley CCE in Fishkill.  She said it sounded like it would be very useful.  Diane Weiner said she would share the information with Nassau County CCE and perhaps they could “tweak” it for future Election Day conferences.

Diane Weiner will look into using the Knights of Columbus hall in Plainview as a venue for future Election Day conferences.  She thinks they do catering and the table format would probably be better than the auditorium seating available at the library.  It is likely that the capacity would allow more members to attend since this year members were unable to attend due to space limitations.

The next meeting will be Thursday, April 3, 2008 at 4 PM in Bethpage.

Respectfully Submitted,

Lynne Amend






