LI FACS Professionals Board Meeting Minutes

March 30, 2011 ~ 4:00 pm

JFK Middle School-Bethpage


Call to Order:  4:16 pm by Lynn Parks.  In attendance:  Diane Amato, Nancy Bachety, Gina Breinza, Ceren Brunell, Sarah Califano, Laura Ciano, Andrea Mosenson, Lynn Parks, Cindy Theiss and Diane Weiner.

Review and Approval of minutes from February 9, 2011: Motion to approve by Diane W., seconded by Andrea M.
Report from Executive Board:
Treasury -L. Amend, D. Amato: Diane A. mentioned that we have $4400.00 in deposits. We made $1628.00 at the March meeting ($325.00 from the basket raffles). Sarah C. will inquire with Bloomingdales to see if we can get basket donations from them for the future. Diane A. asked about the student price for meeting.  It was $35.00.  Do we want to go up to $40.00 in the future?  Some discussion followed this question with the general consensus being that we just want to break even when it comes to student price.
Secretary –L. Ciano:  No report.
Co-Area Coordinators- L. Parks & M. Sant’Angelo:  
Business Teachers Association Conference (2/17):  
Diane W. and Lynn attended.  Diane said that the talk at the meeting was very political, and sounded pretty dire; however, the middle school mandate is still in place at this time so we are holding our own.  She also mentioned that the upstate FACS programs are very strong and they advocate for us all the time.  Ellen Palazzo is the Long Island field rep for CTE.  She wants us to personalize letters to our legislators to educate them about what we do.

NY State Updates:  Lynn P.:  There is a lot of paperwork and many rumors floating around about what is really going to happen with the middle school mandate.  Roger Tilles is our local regent located in Woodbury.  Check our website for a link to a letter that we can send out to him.
Report from Board Members: 
Professional Development-D. Weiner, C. Thiess: 
· March Conference:  Cindy mentioned that 67 people attended and the conference was a great success.  Everyone only had positive comments about the event and the great gifts.  LIFACS paid for Mr. Fogarty as a guest and he was very appreciative.  Robin Kumar was a great administrative assistant.  Lynn Parks mentioned that we received a few state membership renewals at the conference and she wanted to know if LIFACS could pay for the mailings.  Diane A. said that we will cover the cost of these in the future.
· Professional Development-CTE @ Hofstra:  Diane W. and Cindy reported that Ellen Palazzo, the NYS liaison for CTE is hosting this professional development event for Business, FACS, and Technology teachers.  Their next meeting is April 14, 2011.  Diane W. and Cindy will update us on this event after they attend that meeting.
· Winter Workshop:  Cindy reported that due to the confusion and extra effort that was needed to split up the workshop locations, we will not be doing it again.  We will try to pick a central location next time.  Dr. Mosenson’s “Power up with PowerPoint” workshop was very successful, and the six attendees had time to start working on their own non-linear PowerPoint presentation.
· Spring Workshop:  The spring workshop “Tips and Tricks of the Trade” is scheduled for April 27th.  Laura Ciano is checking with her Principal to see if it can be held at Hauppauge MS.
Nominations Committee:  Vacant
Awards Chair Report:  N. Bachety:  Nancy has received 3 nominations with complete applications for the awards we offer.  Nancy will contact the state regarding the forms needed.  
Membership:  Birdie Fox and Kathy Nicodemo:  No report.
Newsletter:  Liisa May:  Lynn P. said that Liisa is putting the newsletter together but needs more copy.  Cindy will send her some information on the past workshops and on the upcoming “Tips and Tricks” workshop. Liisa’s email address is sisuliisa@yahoo.com if you have anything to send her.
LI Website Master:  Lynn P. received a flyer from CHADD about “Educational Intervention for Children with ADHD”, a workshop they are hosting on Sunday, May 15th at the Hyatt Regency in Hauppauge.

QC Liaison:  A. Mosenson: Things are going well with the program.
Scholarship:  J. Chieffo:  No report.
LI Email Coordinator:  L. Amend: (From Lynn Parks) A book was sent around at the conference for people to put new contact information in.  Everyone wrote old and new contact information in it, and Lynn had to type it all up and send it to Birdie for cross reference.  We need to come up with a better system for this process.
New Business:
End of Year Dinner:  Jen Bunkley and Beth Glaser.  Diane A. sent a check to Lynn P. for the deposit on Captain Bill’s.  Cindy T. suggested that we hire a public relations representative (Nancy Lenz) to cover the end of the year dinner and to get LIFACS into the news.  We all thought this was a great idea.  Diane A. made a motion to employ Ms. Lenz in this manner.  Andrea M. seconded the motion.  
In reference to updating member contact information, Laura C. thought that LIFACS should purchase a notebook computer.  This notebook could be used at functions for input by members regarding new contact information or any news that they would like our organization to know about.  Diane A. made a motion to purchase the notebook computer, and Andrea M. seconded the motion.  Laura C. will research price and packages and report back to the board.
Old Business:  None.
Adjournment:  Time of adjournment: 6:10 pm by Lynn P.

