Minutes
LIFACS Board Meeting

December 5, 2007

Present:  Diane Amato, Lynne Amend, Beth Glazer, Lynn Murray, Barbara Nizewitz, Joanne Rizzo, Cindy Theiss, Diane Weiner

Diane opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.

Barbara pointed out a correction to the minutes of 10/25/07 regarding the Mission Statement statement in paragraph 5.  The sentence was changed to state “As previously suggested by Andrea Mosenson, we should continue to send out information ……………”
Minutes were read and approved.

We discussed developing a  “first year teacher page” on the website.  Lynn Parks will have to be included in the next conversation.  The website has been very well received by our FACS community and we are excited as we continue to develop new sections.

Lynne Amend and Diane Amato gave the treasurer reports.  We are in good financial shape.  There is a good cash/flow situation.  Lynne stated that as money goes out, money comes in so therefore we are staying at the same level.  
There was a discussion as to the sharing of postage fees with LID.  This has been an ongoing issue for a long time and really needs to be resolved.

Diane mentioned that we need a new NYSUT FACS representative.  Theresa Phillips is retiring from the position.  If you know of anyone who might be interested please call Diane.

The November 6th (Election Day) conference was a success.  96 people attended.  We need a larger venue for next year as people had to be turned away due to lack of space.  The Culinary Hospitality Center in Riverhead at SCC was suggested.

The Syosset Culinary Tour was fantastic.  Attendees were treated to a 5 course dinner in addition to the tour and information about their 9 month program.  At this time the program is not accredited so we must make that fact known to potential enrollees before we recommend or endorse it.

There will be a Sewing Workshop in Bethpage on January 16th.  As of today, 13 people have registered.  The theme is going to be “Service Learning Projects.”  The emphasis will be on creating simple middle school projects.

The CTE conference is going to be on January 22 at the Hyatt in Hauppague.  For more information, contact Diane or Cindy.

Due to the above conference, we will change our Board meeting to January 23, 2008.

Lynne A. spoke about the newsletter.  Please submit all articles by 3/1/08 in Word format.

Joanne R. spoke about the upcoming March conference.  There was a committee meeting at JoAnn’s house where the flyer was created.  It was proofread by several people.  The committee is working on getting speakers.  There will be a full agenda, including interesting sessions for new professionals, seasoned professionals, and retired professionals.  Dawn Scagnelli will be there.  Peg King will conduct a workshop to retired and soon to be retired attendees. 
Carol is the coordinator.  All the checks will go to Diane Amato.

A copy of the flyer will go to the Board for final approval before printing and mailing.

Each guest will receive a folder with their name on it.  Inside the folder, in addition to the conference information will be a membership application that either they can use or pass on to someone else.  There will also be information about our website.

If you want to include anything in the folder please contact Carol ASAP.

Lynn Murray sent out a request for exhibitors.  As of today, only 1 company has responded.  Lynn has asked the hotel to eliminate the “electricity fee.”  This would bring the cost down and perhaps more vendors will be interested in participating. 

A suggestion was made to create a membership booklet to be distributed to all members.  This booklet would include names, emails, addresses, phone numbers etc.  We would use the AAFACS/LID design as our model.

Beth spoke about the Awards/End of Year Dinner.  It will be held in Woodlands Country Club.  She sent award forms to Mona.  Tebbie Clift or Kathy Rau at Cooperative Extension have to be contacted for information about mailing.  Beth discussed her time frame for mailings to members.  The first mailing would be in the September newsletter.  Another mailing would go under separate cover.  
For full details about the schedule, speak to Beth or Jen.

The topic of Work Base Learning was discussed.  For more information speak to Beth.  There are Certification programs.

SCC is offering scholarships for HS seniors.  SCC is offering a summer program for children and teens.

They also offer culinary Arts competitions and many courses. For more information on any of these programs contact:    www.sunysuffolk.edu
Diane requested on behalf of Lynn Parks that we renew funds so we can continue our domain for our website.  The vote was a unanimous yes.

The meeting concluded and Cindy thanked everyone for their participation.

Next meeting is on January 23, 2008 in Hauppauge.

Respectfully submitted:

Barbara Nizewitz

