LIFACS PROFESSIONALS
MINUTES – 9/20/06

Present:  Diane Amato, Jennifer Bunkley, Pat Fritz, Beth Glazer, Carol Kirschner, Andrea Mosenson, Lynn Murray, Barbara Nizewitz, Lynn Parks, Joanne Rizzo, Kathy Saladino, Cindy Theiss, Jo Ann Tobin, Diane Weiner

Cindy called the meeting to order and thanked everyone for attending.  She welcomed the new members to our board.
The minutes from the last meeting were read, corrected, voted on, and accepted.

Barbara will send a corrected copy of the minutes to Lynn Parks.

Kathy gave the treasurers report and informed us that the organization is solvent. 

The position of treasurer is going to be taken over by Diane Amato.  Kathy will be training Diane this year.

Joann Rizzo spoke about a Shaken Baby Syndrome program that is available.   The program is on DVD/CD and will be sent out to our members.  A lengthy discussion as to how to distribute the program followed.  We agreed that only member districts should receive this CD.  Jo Ann Tobin will do the bookkeeping and keep track of who has and who has not received the program.
We discussed that we still need to update our membership lists.  Once this is done, we will be able to update our email lists.

Joann Rizzo discussed the program for the March Conference.  Diane Amato suggested having a speaker from the “Junior Achievement” program.  If anyone has any ideas for speakers, please contact Joann R or Deb Quick.

Joann Rizzo proposed a motion regarding the purchasing of a laptop and accessories for the organization.  The motion was seconded and a lengthy discussion followed.   It was decided that before we can vote on this purchase, a written policy regarding the usage of this equipment must be developed.  This policy will cover many details including:  repair, storage, supplies etc.  

Barbara will generate the policy and send copies out via email to all the board members for editing and suggestions.  At the October 25th meeting, the policy will be reviewed and voted on.

At this time the original motion was tabled until the policy is written and accepted.

Cindy spoke about the Lesson Swap and said that everything is set and in motion and she is expecting a good turnout.

Cindy spoke about the Election Day program.  The flyer went out via email and regular mail.  A good turnout is expected.
Lynn Murray gave us information about the Mini Convention (Regional Conference) that is scheduled for October 19, 2007.  She visited 4 possible venue sites and reported on their advantages and disadvantages.  Her recommendation is to use the Hyatt Regency Windwatch.  After hearing her full report, the board voted to accept her recommendation.

Barbara Nizewitz made a motion that on the year that we sponsor the Mini Convention (Regional Conference) that we change the date and move it to March. The motion was seconded.   A discussion followed and the motion was passed unanimously.

Every other year we will call our March Professional Conference Day ………..Regional Conference.

Therefore, March 2008, will be titled Regional Conference as opposed to Professional Conference.  We will use the Hyatt Regency as suggested by Lynn for the site.  She will check to make sure the date is open.

We still need chair people for this event.  An email request will be posted.

Lynn Parks gave an update on our website status.

Pat discussed FCCLA.  She reported on the Oneonta Conference and said that it was one of the most professional conferences that she ever attended.  Corrine Shapiro (Brentwood Schools) is going to be a guest presenter along with her students at our Election Day conference.  Pat will share materials with us.

Andrea gave us an update of the letter that goes out to the district Superintendents.  This letter is always well received.  

Diane spoke about student teachers from Oneonta who live on Long Island and need placement in local schools.  Anyone who is interested in working with a student from Oneonta should contact Diane or Cindy.  An email will also go out asking members if they are interested as well.

Meeting was adjourned and Cindy thanked everyone for attending.

Next meeting is on October 25, 2006 in Bethpage.

Respectfully submitted:

Barbara Nizewitz
