What happened at the Regents meeting? March 2011

March 7, 2011

The Board of Regents met to approve action on an item titled “Mandate Relief and Flexibility.”  This item was before the board in February as a discussion item and was revised for the March meeting.  In February, Home and Career Skills, Introduction to Technology, and library skills were included on a list of 53 mandates the Regents could recommend changing.  Home and Career Skills, Introduction to Technology, and library skills were NOT included in the revised item brought to the board in March. (See http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/2011Meetings/March2011/311monthmat.html  P12 Education/State Aid, “Mandate Relief”)
Regent Tallon, chair of the Regents Subcommittee on State Aid, stated that these middle-level courses were not in the current item, but that no decisions had been made on them.  He quipped that, “congratulatory emails from the field were premature” (apparently he had already received email thanking him for maintaining the mandate). He announced that discussion of these middle level courses would happen later during the “Potential Revision of High School Graduation Requirements” agenda item.  
The board voted to approve mandate relief for items in Appendix A1 (Educational Management Services). Appendix A2 (Educational Management Services), B1 and B2 (Special Education) were held over for further discussion in April.
March 8, 2011

Two presentations were made around the “Potential Revision of High School Graduation Requirements.” The first, by Associate Commissioner Jean Stevens, was a report on the results of the College and Career Readiness Survey:
· Over 15,000 responses were received (great job FACS! I’m sure many were from us) and were analyzed by the New York Comprehensive Center (good because the NYCC has the people and the technology for a job of this magnitude)

· Common threads across responses, which came from all over the state, included:

· Call for real world/practical/applied academic experiences

· Need for flexibility

· Interest in financial literacy, 21st century skills, and STEM 

· Importance of safety net for students with disabilities

· Positive response to increasing number of integrated CTE credits and for substituting Regents exam with CTE assessment

· Specific mention was made of formal group responses (through letters sent to the Commissioner) by NYSAFCSE, NYSTEA, Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES, and the Nassau County Principal’s association (so our advocacy effort was noted by the Board of Regents!)
· Regent Bottar asked how much weight the board should give to the survey results; Regent Phillips wondered whether the results really reflected the overarching question, “To what extent would the following strategy improve NYS graduation requirements so that all students become better prepared for college and/or career?”

· Commissioner Steiner replied that the survey results give the board an idea of where constituents fall on these questions and should be considered as such.
Commissioner Steiner noted that the survey results were similar to the comments he and the Regents heard in the regional forums.  He said that forum participants were much more vocal about “resource challenges” (i.e., districts are facing very tough economic times) than survey respondents.
After the presentation the board had an extensive philosophical conversation about what it means to be college and career ready, what policy changes should be considered, how economic realities impact potential change, how different areas of the state would be impacted, and what supports students would need to graduate.  

CTE was discussed twice:
· Regent Bennett advocated for increasing the number of integrated academic CTE courses and asked the board to consider removing barriers  

· Regent Tallon used CTE as an example to show the layers of policy decisions that would have to be made if any one of the proposed changes were to be adopted by the board; could any of this be done as the state is facing a $1.5 B cut to education?
No decisions were made.  Discussion of College and Career Readiness topics will continue in April.
The second presentation, by Senior Deputy John King, was a brief overview of the newest version of “Potential Revision of High School Graduation Requirements” (See http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/2011Meetings/March2011/311monthmat.html P-12 Education/College and Career Readiness Working Group “Potential Revision of High School Graduation Requirements”) This presentation devolved into a board discussion of:

· Regents exam scoring options (i.e., 1-100 scale or 1-4 level scale) and,

· Regents exams use options for meeting graduation requirements (e.g., 5 Regents for all; ELA and Math for all with other Regents as options; CTE substitution for Regents exam; etc.)

Although “Potential Revision of High School Graduation Requirements” includes a section on middle-level flexibility, this topic was not discussed.

No decisions were made.  
For the April meeting, the board asked SED staff to prepare illustrations showing the layers of policy decisions/potential impacts/possible timeframes should proposed changes be adopted. 
What action might the FACS field take?

As always, I suggest you read the Regents items referenced above so that you can speak with confidence and authority about them.  Help your colleagues, administrators, and community leaders know about the Regents discussions so that school conversations are based on facts rather than rumors.
The discussion of mandate relief (in the name of integration and/or flexibility) is ongoing in the department.  The discussion of the positive impact of CTE on student engagement and persistence is also ongoing.  It seems that it might be beneficial to start to catalog and to promote the best examples of integrated/interdisciplinary FACS learning experiences that exist currently ( I can think of the Victor School garden, math minutes, children’s literature, food science experiments….).  What specific example of a learning experience can you use to show your colleagues, administrators, community, and Regent where FACS HCS fits/leads the education reform?  
