A Point of Information for NYSAFCSE Members
from Barb Mikler-Crandon, President
Some of you may be aware that Governor Andrew M. Cuomo has established a Mandate Relief Redesign Team and Web site to invite the public’s participation in the process of reviewing and reforming underfunded and unfunded mandates across the State.
 
The Governor's Mandate Relief Task Force is looking at ways to eliminate mandates so that taxpayers will have relief from some expenses they now fund.  Local government officials (like mayors, town supervisors, school boards, etc.) have petitioned state government because localities are not able to pay for all that is required (mandated) in this economic climate, and they do not want to raise taxes any higher to pay for them.  
 
Mandates are in place across the board--everything from Medicaid to pension plans to special education requirements.  The governor has listened to the localities and has asked each state agency to prepare a list of mandates that could be lifted to give the localities some relief.
 
The list of items that the State Education Department prepared for the Governor's Task Force is the list that was included in the Feb 7 Regents Item.  It had to be presented to the Regents for approval before it could go to the governor's group.  The SED list included items that the legislature could change through law (like many of the special education mandates) and a few items that could be changed through Regents action (like Home and Career Skills, 100.4).  
 
If you go back to the Feb 7 Regents Item at http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/2011Meetings/February2011/211monthmat.html#P12SA) you will see that each item on the mandate relief chart is labeled. If it says "State Law," the legislature can change it.  If it says, "Regulation" the Regents can change it.  The SED is supposed to operate independently of the legislature and governor, but of course Regents and legislators have working relationships.  Some items the Commissioner would like to eliminate (like state special education mandates that go beyond the federal requirements) would actually require a legislative action to change because they are laws, not regulations. A Regent could provide information to a legislator that could influence his/her vote and visa versa. 
 
So.... our own NYSAFCSE advocacy efforts will continue to focus on the Regents  (as we suggested in the February 14  e-news) because the Regents have the power to keep or to eliminate the HCS mandate by keeping or changing Commissioners Regulation 100.4.  That said, some of you may choose to comment on the Governors Mandate Relief comment page, because a legislator could have some influence on a Regent's vote. 
If you wish to make your voice heard in this way, the website is http://governor.ny.gov/mandaterelief. Please continue to  make all your comments using a proactive, positive, professional voice.
