Minutes
LIFACS – Board Meeting

10/25/07

Present:  Diane Amato, Jen Bunkley, Beth Glazer, Lynn Murray, Barbara Nizewitz, Lynn Parks, Tom Scarola, Cindy Theiss, JoAnn Tobin, Diane Weiner
Cindy called the meeting to order and thanked everyone for attending.

Barbara Nizewitz stated for the record that she would be resigning her position of Secretary at the end of this school year.  

Diane discussed the upcoming NYSUT Conference and that the state would like to have 

a FACS NYSUT representative.  We discussed the possibility of a person who will be attending as a representative of their home district acting as a representative for FACS as well.  We do not know if this is politically possible.  We need to get further information.

Diane and Cindy reminded us to push membership.  We discussed the pros and cons of joining more than one of our “sister” organizations.  
We talked about creating a Mission Statement as to what FACS is.  We need more public relations information for our new staff members.  People often ask, “what do we actually do.” Diane reminded us that Andrea Mosenson had previously suggested sending out a welcome statement to new professionals. This would act as a reminder as to what we do.
Diane said that the October 3 Lesson Swap was a success.

The upcoming November 6 (Election Day) conference has been well received.  To date there are 79 registered.  The topics will be Parenting and Obesity.

We discussed the fact that there are problems with PO’s. We do not want PO’s as payment.  We only want checks. Mailings that go out must be specific as to the type of payment allowed.  We must also be clear on mailings for our events and that membership dues are separate from conference fees.

Diane spoke about the January 16th, 2008 Sew and Swap that will be taking place at Bethpage Middle School.  More information to follow.

On November 1 there is going to be a special tour for FACS teachers at the Syosset Culinary School.  To date 20 have registered.
Carol Kirschner is going to update membership lists.  

Under the Professional Development umbrella, USA Today has a program where they will come to schools.  There is a charge of $175 that includes information and materials for 30 students.  More information is needed before distribution to teachers.

We discussed that before any information (State generated or local) is published on line, whether our website or mailings to our teachers, the information should be shared and discussed with the Board.  It is uncomfortable and presents an unprofessional appearance when someone calls a board member for further information about something they read online and the board member does not know anything about it. It was agreed that individual board members can not place something online without board approval.

Beth and Jennifer spoke about Awards.  The target dates for mailing nomination forms is December 7th or 14th.  Jen will contact Carol K. for labels.  We had a lengthy discussion about the LID awards.  Jen wanted clarification about a few points.  We discussed forms etc.

Lynn Parks spoke about creating a new link on the website for professional development.  At this point it is still a work in progress. 

Lynn Murray spoke about the upcoming March conference and stated that there is an upcoming committee meeting.  At our next board meeting there will be much information to share.

Cindy thanked everyone for coming.  The meeting was adjourned.

Next meeting is December 5th 2007.

Respectfully submitted

Barbara Nizewitz

